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more pleasure to thy niynde, then that whiche thou hast withholden
from thy selfe could have brought to thy bodye. Finallye (which
to a ^odly disposed and a religious mind is easy to be persuaded)
God Acompenseth the gifte of a short and smal pleasure with great
and everlasting joye. Therfore the matter diligently weyede and
considered, thus they thinke, that all our actions, and in them the ver-
tues themselfes be referred at the last to pleasure, as their ende and
felicitie. Pleasure they call evry motion and stat of the bodie or
niynde wherin man hath naturally delectation. ^
Appetite they joyne to nature, and that not without a good cause.
For like as not only the senses, but also right reason covereth whatso-
ever Is naturally pleasaunt, so that it may be gotten without wrong or
injurie, not letting or debarring a greater pleasure, nor causing pain-
ful labour, even so those thinges that men by vaine ymagination do
fayne against nature to be pleasaunt (as though it laye in their power
to chaunge the thinges, as they do the names of thinges) al such
pleasures they beleve to be of so small helpe ^and furtheraunce to
felicitie, that they counte them a great let and hinderaunce. Because
that in whom they have ones taken place, all his mynde they possess
with a false opinion of pleasure.
So that there is no place left for true and naturall delectations.
For there be many thinges, which of their owne nature conteyne no
plesauntnes: yea the moste parte of them muche griefe and sorrowe.
And yet throughe the perverse and malicyous flickeringe inticementes
of lewde and unhoneste desyres, be taken not only for speciall and
sovereign pleasures, but also be counted amonge the chiefe causes of
life. In this counterfeat kinde of pleasure they put them that I spake
of before. Whiche the better gownes they have on, the better men
they thinke them selfes. In the which thing they doo twyse erre. For
they be no lesse deceaved in that they thinke their gowne the better,
than they be, in that they thinke themselfes the better. For if you
consider the profitable use of the garments, whye should wulle of a
fyned sponne threde, be thougt better, than the wul of a course sponne
threde?
Yet they, as though the one did passe the other by nature, and
not by their mistakyng, avaunce themselfes, and thinke the price of
their owne persones thereby greatly encreased. And therefore the
honour, which in a course gowne they durste not have loked for, they
require, as it were of dewtie, for theyr fyner gownes sake. And if
they be passed by without reverence, they take it displeasauntly and
disdainfullye. And agayne is it not lyke madnes to take a pryde in
vayne and unprofitable honours ? For what naturall or trewe pleasure
doest thou take of an other mans bare hede, or bowed knees ? Will
this ease the paine of thy knees, or remedie the phrensie of thy hede?
In this ymage of counterfeite pleasure, they be of a marvelous mad-